2008 National Platforms1 
	
	Democrat
	Green 
	Republican

	ISSUE (
Abortion & Public Funding of Abortion 


	“The Democratic Party strongly supports Roe v. Wade and a woman’s right to choose a safe and legal abortion, regardless of ability to pay”  (p. 50) 
	“It is essential that the option of a safe, legal abortion remains available.”      (p. 19)  
	“The unborn child has a fundamental…right to life which cannot be infringed.” (p. 52)  “We oppose using public revenues for abortion and will not fund organizations which advocate it.”  (p. 52) 

	Supreme Court & Judicial Appointments


	“We support the appointment of judges who respect our system of checks and balances…”  (p. 55) 
	No comment
	“We support the appointment of judges who respect traditional family values and the sanctity… of innocent human life.” (p. 52) 

	Homosexual Issues and Status 


	“We support the repeal of ‘Don’t Ask Don’t Tell.’” (p. 36)  Democrats will fight to end discrimination based on… sexual orientation (p. 51) 
	“We support full legal… equality for all persons regardless of sex, gender, or sexual orientation.” (p. 21)
	“We affirm the…incompatibility of homosexuality with military service.” (p. 5) 
No further comment about sexual orientation

	Definition of Marriage


	“We oppose the Defense of Marriage Act...” (p. 52) 
	 “We support... equal rights of persons gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender to housing, jobs, civil marriage…” (p. 21)  
	“We call for a Constitutional amendment that fully protects marriage as a union of a man and a woman, so that judges cannot make other arrangements equivalent to it.” (p. 53) 

	Sex Education


	“The Democrat Party also strongly supports access to comprehensive affordable family planning services…” (p. 50) 
	“We call for… family planning education… in all levels of the state school system.” (p.37)
	“We renew our call for… increased funding for abstinence education, which teaches abstinence until marriage…” (p. 45) 

	Parental Rights 
	No comment 
	No comment 
	“We fully support parental rights to consent to medical treatment for their children including mental health treatment… and abortion.” (p. 38) 

	School Choice and Vouchers


	“The Democrat Party believes that graduation from a quality public school… must be the birthright of every child”  (p. 18) 
	“We call for ending school vouchers whereby public money pays for students in religious schools.” (p. 23) 
	“Parents should be able to decide... for their child… whether through charter schools, vouchers… tax credits for attending… non-public schools… or home schooling” (p. 44) 

	Voluntary Student Prayer 
and Faith-Based Initiatives 


	No comment on prayer 
No comment on faith-based initiatives  


	No comment on prayer 

“We call for ending faith-based initiatives and charitable choice programs…” (p. 23)  
	“We.. assert the right of students to engage in voluntary prayer in schools” (p. 45)  “We affirm… the right of faith-based organiza-tions to participate fully in public programs” (p.54) 

	Taxes 


	“We will restore fairness and responsibility to our tax code…” (p. 24) 
	“We support… tax policies that restrict the accumulation of excessive individual wealth” (p. 27)  
	“Republicans advocate lower taxes, reasonable regulation, and smaller, smarter government.” (p. 23)  

	Environment

	“We will encourage … environmental stewardship and education…” (p. 47) 
	“We call for a…commitment to…clean renewable energy technologies…” (p. 42)  
	“The most economically advanced countries also have the strongest environmental protections.” (p. 36)  

	Immigration

	“We are committed to pursuing… immigration reform” (p. 45) 
	“It would be ideal to erase borders, that would be impractical…” (p.38)  
	“America can have a strong immigration system without sacrificing the rule of law.” (p. 3)  

	Healthcare 

	“We believe that quality and affordable health care is a basic right. ” (p. 5)  
	“Healthcare is a human right, not a privilege…” (p. 30)  
	“Republicans… oppose… a government-run universal health care system…” (p. 37)  

	Second Amendment  

	“We believe that the right to own firearms is subject to reasonable regulation…” (p. 48)  
	“proposes… gun control laws such as the ‘Brady Bill’” (p. 36)  
	“We uphold the right of individual Americans to own firearms…” (p. 51)  

	Source of Quotes: 
	democrats.org/a/party/platform.html (2008)
	gp.org/platform.shtml  (2004*) 
	platform.gop.com/2008Platform.pdf  (2008)
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