2004 National Platforms
 
	
	Democrat
	Green 
	Republican

	ISSUE (
Abortion & Public Funding of Abortion 


	“We stand proudly for a woman’s to choose, consistent with Roe v. Wade, and regardless of ability to pay…”  

(p. 38) 
	“It is essential that the option of a safe, legal abortion remains available.”      (p. 19)  “We oppose the government’s habit of cutting family planning funds when those funds go to… perform abortions” (p. 19) 
	“The unborn child has a fundamental individual right to life which cannot be infringed.” (p. 84)  “We oppose using public revenues for abortion and will not fund organizations which advocate it.”  (p. 84) 

	Supreme Court & Judicial Appointments


	“We support the appointment of judges who will uphold our laws…”  (p. 37) 
	No comment
	“We support the appointment of judges who respect traditional family values and the sanctity of innocent human life.” (p. 84) 

	Homosexual Issues & Status 


	“We will enact bipartisan legislation barring workplace discrimination based on sexual orientation.” (p. 37) 
	“We support full legal… equality for all persons regardless of sex, gender, or sexual orientation.” (p. 21)
	“Homosexuality is incompatible with military service.” (p. 20) 

	Definition of Marriage


	“We support the full inclusion of gay and lesbian families in the life of the nation and seek equal responsibilities, benefits, and protections for these families.” (p. 38) 
	“We support the recognition of equal rights of persons gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender to housing, jobs, civil marriage…” (p. 21)  “We call for ending of governmental use of the doctrines of specific religions to define the nature of family, marriage.” (p.23) 
	“We call for a Constitutional amendment that fully protects marriage, and we believe that neither federal nor state judges should force states to recognize other living arrangements as equivalent to marriage.” (p. 83) 

	Sex Education


	“We strongly support family planning…” (p. 38) 
	“We call for… family planning education for both genders in all levels of the state school system.” (p.37)
	“We support doubling abstinence education funding.” (p. 81) 

	School-Based Mental Health Programs & Psychotrophic Drugs 
	No comment 
	No comment 
	“We oppose school-based mental health programs that include recommendations for the use of psychotrophic drugs.” (p. 81) 

	Authority of Parents, School Choice, & Vouchers


	“Instead of supporting vouchers…  we will support public school choice…”  (p. 34) 
	“We call for ending school vouchers whereby public money pays for students in religious schools.” (p. 23) 
	“We applaud efforts to promote school choice initiatives that give parents more control…” (p. 82) 

	Voluntary Student Prayer & Faith-Based Initiatives 


	No comment on prayer 

“We will strengthen the role of faith-based organizations… and will not allow public funds to be used to proselytize…” (p. 39) 
	No comment on prayer 

“We call for ending faith-based programs…” (p. 23)  


	“We will continue to work for the return of volunteer school prayer.” (p. 82)  “We support the use of faith-based organizations…” (p.77) 

	Taxes 


	“We will eliminate the indefensible loopholes in our tax code…” (p. 27) 
	“We support tax policies that restrict the accumulation of excessive individual wealth…” (p. 27)  
	“Everyone who pays taxes should see their taxes reduced…” (p. 39)  



	Environment

	“Protection of our environment and stewardship of our land are vital…” (p. 34) 
	“We call for a…commitment to…clean renewable energy technologies…” (p. 42)  
	“Economic prosperity is essential to environmental progress…” (p. 68)  

	Immigration

	“Today’s immigration laws do not reflect our values…we will work for real reform” (p. 38) 
	“While it would be ideal to erase borders, that would be impractical…” (p.38)  
	“support reforming the immigration system so that it is legal, safe, orderly, and humane” (p. 79)  

	Healthcare 

	“We believe that health care is a right and not a privilege…” (p. 29)  
	“Healthcare is a human right, not a privilege…” (p. 30)  
	“We reject any notion of government run universal health care…” (p. 63)  

	Source of Quotes: 
	democrats.org/pdfs/2004platform.pdf
	gp.org/platform/2004/2004platform.pdf
	gop.com/media/2004platform.pdf
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