LIFE INTERVIEW (questions to ask senior family members on tape or video)

Because we love you so much, and because you’ve made such a huge impact on our lives, we want to record and preserve your life’s story...the people, places, and events that were significant in your life.   Today, ____ (date), we are going to hear your story!  We’ll ask you some questions to get things started, but it’s your story, so, feel free to digress... 

Your childhood, family, and neighborhood...

· Where were you born?  Which hospital?  What day, date, and time of day?  

· Tell us about your parents... where and when were they born?  What were they like?  

· How many brother(s) and sister(s) did you have?  Tell us about them...

· Do you remember anything about you grandparents or other relatives (aunts/uncles, cousins…)?  

· Do you have any other childhood memories about your family?  

· Do you have any memories about your house?  

· Tell us about the neighborhood where you grew up.  What are some of the street addresses where you lived?  Did you move often or at all?  

· What kind of a child were you?  How would the neighbors from the place where you grew up remember or describe you?  

· Tell us about some of your childhood friends…  Do you remember a best friend with whom you spent a lot of time OR who had a great influence on you?  

· Can you recall any particularly exciting childhood adventures or near mishaps?  (Tell us a story from your childhood or youth...)  

· In which activities or sports did you participate?  Were you involved in scouting?  

· Did you sing in choir or play a musical instrument?  Did you have other hobbies?  

· Did you attend church and/or participate in youth group?  

· Tell us about some of the jobs you held as a child or youth (paper route, boxboy, etc.)

School/military service/work-career...

· Where did you go to school?  (Tell us about the schools you attended and some of the teachers, friends, and experiences that you had...)  What subjects did you like?  

· Did you serve in the military?  Where and when did you serve?  What branch(es) of the service?  What specialties?  What experiences do you remember?  

· Where did you go to university?  How did you pick that university?  What did you study and why?  Which courses were your favorites?  

· Tell us about your career; where have you worked?  What was most rewarding about your work?  What would you have changed about your work if you could?  

For married couples... your life together...

· Where, when, and how did you meet?  What attracted you to your future spouse?  How did you future spouse make your life better?  What was your courtship/dating like?  How long did you date prior to your becoming engaged?  How did he propose?  When and where did you get married?  Who performed the wedding ceremony?  How many attended you wedding, and what was it like?  Where did you honeymoon?  

· When did you have children?  Did you feel ready at that time?  What advice would you give to new parents today to help them to raise a healthy family?  Would you have liked to have more children?  

Significant places in your life...

· When did you receive the Lord?  (Tell us about it...)

· Who influenced your life spiritually?  

· Where have you attended church and why did you choose to go there?  

“It changed my life forever…”

· Tell us about the unusual way your parents or grandparents got together.  Did another relative have a big effect on you?  

· Tell us about a special (perhaps unexpected) blessing or event that changed your life.  

· Tell us about a mishap or bad event that turned into a blessing…

· Tell us about a certain decision (which may have been very difficult to make at the time) which had a profound positive effect on your life…[regarding relationship, finance, business, where you were going to live, etc.…]

· Tell us about a teacher who changed your life for the better…

· Tell us about some advice you received (either solicited or unsolicited) which changed your life for the good…

· Tell us a story about a stranger helped you or changed your life in a positive way…

“Favorites…”

· Tell us about your favorite music, band, or recording artist…  

· Recite for us your favorite Bible verse or wise saying…  

· Do you have a favorite artist?  

· Do you have a favorite story that you like to tell?  

Closing thoughts...

· Do you speak any foreign languages?  Please give us a sample of that language…

· Do you have any favorite or wise sayings?  Please share them with us…

· Do you have any favorite songs that you’d like to sing for us, OR musical tunes you’d like to play for us, OR portions of a reading or play you’d like to recite for us?

· What wise advice would you give to your children to help them to live a fulfilling and joyful life?  

· How would have lived differently if you knew back then what you know now?  

· What would you change about your life if you were given the chance?  

· How would you like to be remembered by family and friends?  

The silver-haired head is a crown of glory, if it is found in the way of righteousness.  [Proverbs 16:31]

