How to Produce Non-Partisan, Non-Denominational Local Voter Guides

We emphasize local offices because: a) we can have the largest impact on their outcome, b) the decisions made at the local level have the largest impact on us, c) most Christians know the least about the local candidates, d) local offices are the springboard to higher office at the state and federal level (so we want to select God-fearing leaders at the local level now), and e) other organizations already produce high-quality voter guides for the state and federal level offices. 

1. Build strong trust relationships with other churches, then work together to produce and distribute non-partisan voter guides.  Invite a “point person” from churches in your city to pray with your ongoing prayer group monthly (on First Saturday morning, or other regular monthly time).  

2. Pray for wisdom in determining which areas and races to cover in your non-partisan local voter guide.  If you live in a compact (or geographically separate) city or county jurisdiction, it may be immediately clear which races your voter guide should cover.  If you live in a larger sprawling area, you will have to limit your coverage based on:  a) local elections you think you can impact, and b) the location of churches (and Christian bookstores) that will receive and distribute your voter guides.  Always try to cover the judges, city council, and school board races.  Start small and work up!  
3. Secure funding for the production of your voter guides.  Remember to start small to assure that you can do a quality job of gathering correct data to present accurately and clearly.  While four-color spreads may be a waste of resources, accurate and clear presentation of information is vital to establishing and maintaining credibility with pastors and others who will distribute and use your local voter guides.  Funding can come from contributions from members of your Community Associates group, your church may help, and people of faith who own printing / photocopying businesses may offer some free printing work (in exchange for recognition within your voter guides such as “this Voter Guide printed by ABC Printing in Sacramento, 916-123-4567”).  Be creative. Voter guides do not have to be beautiful, but they do need to be objective, accurate, and user-friendly.  

4. Very early in the process, learn the deadline date for candidates to file their candidacy papers (your county Registrar of Voters will know).  Once the deadline for declaring candidacy has passed, obtain a list of all of the candidates who are running for local office in the races you want to cover (e.g., city council, school board, county supervisor, local judgeships, etc.) which will include the candidates’ contact addresses and phone numbers.  

5. Prepare a candidate survey with questions that are of interest to Christians plus some secular questions, e.g., about taxes (this has already been done and you can edit what’s available at “How to Produce Local Voter Guides” link on the home page of PreserveLiberty.com to suit your needs).  Mail the candidate survey questionnaires to the candidates and then follow-up with phone calls.  

Regarding format, it is much more user-friendly if questions asked of candidates are short and clear.  Also, questions should be asked in a way that the responses of a Bible-honoring candidate should line up as all “Yes” or “Support” so it’s easy to identify which candidates will advance Christian principles in government if elected; this approach has been criticized by some who say that we’re “biased” and “have an agenda.”  We do have a Biblical agenda, namely, selecting leaders who protect and promote life, marriage, parental authority, and evangelistic liberty.  The following two example questions are framed in such a way as to elicit a “Yes” response from Christian candidates: 

· Do you believe that our laws should continue to be based on Judeo-Christian principles?  

Yes____              No_____              Undecided_____              No Response_____

· Do you oppose government funding of abortion? 

Yes____              No_____              Undecided_____              No Response_____

6. Collect the responses to the candidate survey questionnaires and compile the results; there will be “boiler plate” models available for your use.  Your first voter guide will likely be a simple one covering a limited geographic territory.  Start small and work up; it is vital to build relationships with local churches so that your voter guides will be received and distributed once you produce them.  

7. Distribute the local non-partisan voter guides to churches (in the bulletin or at a special table, as your pastor directs) and Christian bookstores with which you’ve built relationships (and pray).  

Local voter guides can help us fulfill the Biblical mandate to select God-fearing leaders! 

