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Pastor Involvement – Key to Securing and Preserving Liberty

Key Idea #8 (in a series)

Biblical Principles of Good Government Primer
Pastors serve as watchmen, exhorting Christians to fulfill their Biblically-defined civic duties (including the Biblical ideas of praying for our leaders and selecting God-honoring leaders), warning of danger, and apprising Christians of vital moral and public policy issues of the day (e.g., protecting life, marriage, and religious liberty, etc.). Consider the prominent role that many pastors played in the American Revolution: 
One such example is that of John Peter Muhlenberg.  In a sermon delivered to his Virginia congregation on January 21, 1776, he preached from Ecclesiastes 3—the passage which speaks of a season and a time to every purpose under the sun.  Arriving at verse 8, Muhlenberg noted that this surely was not the time of peace; this was the time of war.  Concluding with a prayer, and while standing in full view of the congregation, he removed his clerical robes to reveal that beneath them he was wearing the uniform of an officer in the Continental army!  He recruited over 300 men who became the Eighth Virginia Brigade.  John Peter Muhlenberg finished the Revolution as a Major-General, having been at Valley Forge and having participated in the battles of Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, Stonypoint, and Yorktown.  [Paul Wallace, The Muhlenbergs of Pennsylvania (Pittsburgh: Univ. of Pennsylvania Press, 1950), p.188] 
Another minister-leader in the Revolution was the Reverend James Caldwell.  His actions during on battle inspired a painting showing him standing with a stack of hymnbooks in his arms while in the midst of a fierce battle against the British outside a battered Presbyterian Church.  During the battle, the Americans had run out of wadding for their guns, which was just a serious as having no ammunition.  Reverend Caldwell recognized an ideal solution:  he ran inside the church and returned with a stack of Watts Hymnals—one of the strongest doctrinal hymnals of the Christian faith (Isaac Watts authored “O God Our Help in Ages Past,” “Joy to the World,” “Jesus Shall Reign,” and several other classic hymns).  Distributing the Watts Hymnals among the soldiers served two purposes:  first, its pages would provide the needed wadding; second, the use of the hymnal carried a symbolic message.  Reverend Caldwell took that hymn book—the source of great doctrine and spiritual truth—raised it up in the air and shouted to the Americans, “Give ‘em Watts, boys!” the famous cry that inspired that painting and its title (and as if to say:  deliver pure Christian doctrine—the source of our liberty—forcefully to the enemy).   [The Revolutionary War:  America’s Fight for Freedom, Bart McDowell, ed. (Washington D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1967), pp.150-151.]   


It was the pastors’ teachings in the decades preceding the Revolution about the Biblical principles of government and God-granted inalienable rights that empowered Americans to defend Biblical liberty and oppose British tyranny at places like Lexington, Concord, and throughout the American Revolution.  Had the pulpits not flamed with the Biblical principles of liberty, America might still be a British colony!  

Today, it’s vital that pastors and people of faith understand and act upon the Biblical “recipe” for liberty:  a) evangelism (Jn 8:32, 36), b) discipleship (Mt 28:19), c) advancing righteousness in the public square including praying for our leaders (I Tim 2) and selecting God-fearing leaders (Ex 18:21).  It’s the only way to preserve religious, economic, and civil liberty, all of which are essential to preserving our freedom to evangelize.  [For more info, see Biblical Principles of Good Government Primer #5 at PreserveLiberty.com.]  

(“All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.“  – Edmund Burke 
(“God grants liberty ONLY to those who love and are wiling to defend it."  – Daniel Webster
A great resource is the book:  Political Sermons of the American Founding Era (ISBN 0-86597-191-2). 

We’re in a spiritual and cultural war -- how can one become involved locally and productively, without a big time commitment?  Please join us as we fight this war beginning with prayer together locally one consistent hour a month for our leaders, nation, and vital issues (I Tim. 2, II Chr. 7:14).  It takes THREE MINUTES to sign-up a new prayer group at the “PRAYED-UP” link at PreserveLiberty.com.  Free monthly prayer guides are provided, and a free webpage.  Monthly TeleTraining classes are ongoing (visit “TRAINED-UP” link at PreserveLiberty.com).  
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