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America’s Biblical Foundation -- Produces Liberty for All
Key Idea #7 (in a series)

Biblical Principles of Good Government 
Great ideas are worth defending!  If there were no Jesus, there would be no America and no liberty!   
Ideas have consequences.  All religious systems have principles which, as they are applied, produce a form of civil government.  The Judeo-Christian principles below (which have blessed America uniquely among the nations with unsurpassed security for life, liberty, and property) stand in stark contrast with the pagan ideas of man and government.   America has a Biblical foundation, not a compelled faith perspective, and this Biblical foundation gives unparalleled liberty and opportunity to all of its citizens, regardless of their faith perspective. 
1. Man is fallen and capable of wickedness (Jer. 17:9), therefore, the powers of civil government must be separated (and found the Biblical pattern for separation in Is. 33:22). 
2. God-granted inalienable rights to life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness (private property and free enterprise):  this stands in stark contrast to the idea of Man-granted privileges (“divine right of kings” which allows the sovereign to live “above” God’s and man’s law). 
3. God’s principle of individuality:  Exalts God and explains how He works through individuals and individual nations; each person is a unique and valuable creation of God.  
It exposes the error of secular collectivism (i.e., the idea that the state has value, not the individual) and the error of individualism separate from Christ.  (I Corinthians 12:4-11) 
4. The Christian principle of self-government:  In order to have true liberty, man must be governed internally by the Spirit of God rather than by external forces.  Government is first individual, and then extends outward to the family, church, and community.  The principle of self-government involves God ruling internally from the heart of the individual and is dependent upon man’s obedience to “the spirit of the law of Christ”  (Rom. 8:2; Prov. 16:32; Rom. 8:2; Eph. 6:6; I Tim. 3:5) 
5. America’s heritage of Christian character:  The image of God engraved inside the individual brings dominion and change to his outside environment.  The Founders understood that Christian Character (based on a strong sense of accountability to God) in governmental leadership is essential to the preservation of liberty in America.  The model of Christian character is the Pilgrim and Patriot character.  Becoming accountable for one’s individual actions and productivity is the fruit of Christian character.   (Matt. 7:24-29; Acts 24:16; Phil. 4:13; II Tim. 4:7) 
6. Private property with conscience as the most sacred of all property:  Christians are required to exercise faithful stewardship of their God-given sense of right and wrong which is the key to the proper use of private property.  Conscience is also a tool for the development of self-government as each child learns to submit his will.  (Acts 5:4, 24:16; Eph. 2:10; I Tim. 3:9; II Tim. 1:3; Heb. 13:18) 
7. Planting the seed of local self-government and the importance of the home:  Identifies the Judeo-Christian home’s responsibility for maintaining religious and civil liberty under law (and the fruits of local sovereignty) including teaching and practicing industry, charity, and obedience to all laws not contrary to Scripture.  (Deut. 6:1-9; 10:12-14; Is. 9:6; Lk. 9:6) 
8. The Christian principle of voluntary union:  God wants His children to cooperate and work together politically, commercially, and in meeting community needs through voluntary consent, without compromising a Christian conscience or Scriptural separation.  (Ps. 133:1; I Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:1-3) 
Liberty can be preserved only if we consistently pray for our leaders and nation (I Tim. 2, II Chr. 7:14), remember the wonderful works of God (Ps. 111:4) in giving America a Christian foundation, and select God-honoring leaders (Ex. 18:21) who will protect America’s Biblical foundation (including the ideas above). 
We’re in a spiritual and cultural war -- how can we become involved locally and productively to protect life, marriage, and America’s Biblical foundation?  Please join us as we pray together city-by-city one consistent hour a month for our leaders, nation, and vital issues (I Tim. 2, II Chr. 7:14).  It takes THREE MINUTES to sign-up a prayer group at the “PRAYED-UP” link at PreserveLiberty.com.  Free monthly prayer guides are provided, and a free webpage.  Monthly tele-training classes are ongoing too (visit “TRAINED-UP” link at PreserveLiberty.com).  
The summary chart below provides Biblical versus pagan ideas of man and government:

	Christian / Biblical Ideas:
	Pagan (Non-Christian) Ideas

	1. Man is fallen (Jer. 17:9), therefore the powers of civil government must be separated (Is. 33:22) in order to assure liberty for the people 
	1. Man can be righteous and just, therefore one man can wield all power (concentrated power) 

	2. God-granted inalienable rights to life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness (private property and free enterprise) 
	2. Man-granted privileges (“divine right of kings” allows the sovereign to live “above” God’s and man’s law) 

	3. God’s principle of individuality -- value, purpose, sovereignty, and responsibility  (I Cor. 12:4-11) 
	3. Man’s principles of secular collectivism and individualism separate from Christ (secular humanism) 

	4. The Christian principle of self-government to establish self-governing homes, churches, and nation (Prov. 16:32; Rom. 8:2; Eph. 6:6; I Tim. 3:5)
	4. External rule of the bayonet 

	5. America’s heritage of Christian character is the idea that a sense of accountability to God is the only way to sustain morality and virtue in the seats of power (Mt.7:24-29; Acts 24:16; Phil. 4:13; II Tim. 4:7)
	5. Man will “do the right thing” based on internal morality, nature, and virtue (just read Lord of the Flies) 


	6. Private property with conscience
 as the most sacred of all property -- this serves as the material platform for missionary work (Acts 5:4, 24:16; Eph. 2:10; I Tim. 3:9; II Tim. 1:3; Heb. 13:18) 
	6. Man-granted (king-granted) privilege to use property which may be rescinded 

	7. Importance of the Christian home in planting the seed of local self-government identifies the Christian home’s responsibility for maintaining religious and civil liberty under law (and the fruits of local sovereignty) by teaching and practicing industry, charity, and obedience to all laws not contrary to Scripture. (Deut. 6:1-9; 10:12-14; Is. 9:6; Lk. 9:6)
	7. Importance of the “village” or other collective non-family entity in the role of indoctrination and compliance 

	8. The Christian principle of voluntary union and separation. (Ps. 133:1; I Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:1-3)
	8. Compelled union (like the Roman Republic) 

	9. Biblical form of our government:  the principles above gave rise to a Christian Republic based upon individual representation, separation of powers, and federalism (produces liberty and order) (Deut. 1:9-18, 16:18-20; Prov. 22:6; Is. 33:22; Matt. 22:35-40) 
	9. Pagan form of government:  top-down tyranny to coerce order without liberty for everyone except those at the top (or anarchy) 


Biblical principles in civil government benefit people of all faiths.  America’s civil governmental structure is based uniquely on Judeo-Christian principles.  For this very reason people of all faiths have been afforded asylum, prosperity, and freedom of worship here.   
Consider a three-nation world containing an atheist nation, Muslim nation, and Christian nation.  The atheist and Christian are killed or persecuted when they try to practice their faith in the Muslim nation.  The Muslim and the Christian are killed or persecuted when they try to practice their faith in the atheistic nation.  But the atheist and Muslim (and Christian) all enjoy liberty to openly practice and share their faith when they live in the Judeo-Christian nation because of the Biblical foundation which begets liberty for all.  
Without the Christian principles above, there would be no religious, civil, economic, or political liberty in America.  Liberty can be preserved ONLY when people of faith understand and apply these principles, teach them to their children, and work to advance them and God-honoring leaders in civil government.  
aChristian conscience serves to govern “my pursuit of happiness” converting pagan “license” (doing whatever you want whenever you want) to “liberty” (being free to use your time, talent, and treasure as you please so long as their use in no way infringes upon the rights of another).  
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