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National Days of Prayer:  An American Tradition — Key Idea #4 (in a series)
Biblical Principles of Good Government Primer
Our Founders understood well our total dependence upon God’s presence and protection as evidenced by George Washington’s proclamation of a national day of prayer and thanksgiving on October 3, 1789 (below).  With so much turmoil in America and the world, dare we not pray and humble ourselves with thanksgiving?  
WHEREAS it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the Providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favour; and Whereas both Houses of Congress have, by their joint committee, requested me "to recommend to the people of the United States a DAY OF PUBLICK THANKSGIVING and PRAYER, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness:
NOW THEREFORE, I do recommend and assign THURSDAY, the TWENTY-SIXTH DAY of NOVEMBER [1789] next, to be devoted by the people of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being who is the beneficent author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be; that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of this country previous to their becoming a nation; for the signal and manifold mercies and the favorable interpositions of His providence in the course and conclusion of the late war; for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty which we have since enjoyed; --  for the peaceable and rational manner in which we have been enable to establish Constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national one now lately instituted;-- for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge;-- and, in general, for all the great and various favours which He has been pleased to confer upon us. 
And also, that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech Him to pardon our national and other transgressions;-- to enable us all, whether in publick or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually; to render our National Government a blessing to all the people by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed; to protect and guide all sovereigns and nations (especially such as have shewn kindness unto us); and to bless them with good governments, peace, and concord; to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of science among them and us; and, generally to grant unto all mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as He alone knows to be best. 
During the Constitutional Convention in 1787, Benjamin Franklin said:  

“Mr. President, I have lived, Sir, a long time.  And the longer I live, the more convincing proof I see of this truth:  that God governs in the affairs of men.  And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid?  …Except the Lord build a house, they labor in vain that build it.  …I therefore move that, henceforth, prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven be held in this assembly [Congress] every morning.”   (…And thus daily prayer in Congress was initiated.) 
National Day of Prayer happens on Thursday, May 5, 2011.  Annual prayer events are good.  Month-by-month, city-by-city prayer for our leaders and nation is needed!  
Many people acknowledge that we’re in a spiritual and cultural war where life, marriage, and America’s Biblical foundation are under attack.  But how can we become involved locally and productively, yet without a big time commitment?  We’re praying and working together city-by-city to protect life, marriage, and America’s Biblical foundation.  Please join us as we fight this war beginning with prayer together locally one consistent hour a month for our leaders, nation, and vital issues (I Tim. 2, II Chr. 7:14).  It takes just THREE MINUTES to sign-up a new prayer group at the “Start Monthly Prayer Group” link at PreserveLiberty.com.  Free monthly prayer guides and training are provided, and a free webpage will be set-up for each local group that wants one.  Monthly Tele-Training classes are ongoing (every 3rd Monday eve).  
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