Gathering Petition Signatures 
(Compiled by Mark Matta, copies are available on the “Printable Tools” link and “Events” link at PreserveLiberty.com) 
A.
Tradition malls:  enclosed mall, like Sunrise Mall or Arden Fair Mall 

Traditional malls must have a “free speech” area 

A good approach to secure a location to gather petition signatures at a traditional mall: 

1. Check out the mall and look for a high-traffic entrance / exit 

2. Ask the site manager of the mall for permission to gather petition signatures at the location you’ve identified.  Dress nicely, be courteous, and emphasize the fact that you will not be passing out leaflets** – you’ll simply be gathering petition signatures 

3. The site manager will give one of three answers:  a) “yes,”  b) “yes, but you must go to a designated free speech area,” or c) “no” 

a. If they say “yes,” say “thank you” and go to work 

b. If they say “yes, but use our designated free speech area,” then do that 

c. If they say “no,” lovingly ask if they know that public malls are required to have designated “free speech” areas where petition signature gathering can take place… 
 (**Leafletters – those passing out leaflets or flyers to the public – may have to place a “clean up” deposit in case their leaflets are dropped and a mess results around the mall or its parking lot.) 
B.
Strip malls:  Privately owned, exposed storefronts (includes WalMart, Target, Home Depot, Lowes) 

Strip malls are not required to have a “free speech” area, and your ability to be there depends upon receiving permission from the site manager or owner of the property  

TIPS:  

· Dress nicely when you are talking with site managers OR gathering signatures (no ties, just nice business-casual, slacks and sport shirt, etc.) 

· Always be courteous 

· Emphasize that you will only seek to gather signatures in a friendly manner as people leave the mall (so as not to intimidate them as they approach the mall) 

· Emphasize that you will only be gathering signatures, not distributing leaflets  

In the past… 

WalMart has been better than Target in terms of allowing people to gather petition signatures and/or set up a table in front of the store.  Home Depot stores may have a free speech area that is some distance away from the building’s entrance/exit – but it’s always worth asking if you can set up near to the building’s entrance/exit.  

Free speech areas – where you may freely collect signatures and pass out leaflets – include the public sidewalk or curb 

· Church parking lot is private property and not a “free speech” area 
· Automobile windshields are not a “free speech” area, so they may not be leafleted without permission.  
If you have further questions, please call Pacific Justice Institute (916-857-6900) 

11-13-07

