Emphasis Sundays

(A description of several great moral issues that churches can use as themes to educate and mobilize their congregants into action, taking Christian principles into their communities and civil government.) 

(From http://www.erlc.com/Sundays/Sundays.htm, Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission) 

1. Sanctity of Human Life Sunday:  On the third Sunday in January, churches are encouraged to give attention to the issue of the sanctity of human life.  Emphasis is given to a broad range of life issues, including abortion, euthanasia, genetic engineering, health care, child abuse, and eldercare. 

2. Racial Reconciliation Sunday:  The second Sunday in February is set aside to address the problems of racial prejudice and injustice.  While some progress has been made, the alarming rise in racial tensions in America and elsewhere in the world points to the need for improved race relations on a global scale. 

3. Alcohol & Drug Abuse Prevention Sunday:  The third Sunday in March has been designated Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Sunday.  The dual purpose of this emphasis is to focus on problems caused by alcohol and other drugs and to offer creative approaches to prevention and cure. 

4. Christian Citizenship and Religious Liberty Sunday:  Many churches focus special attention on the issues of religious liberty and Christian citizenship on the first Sunday of July.  The erosion of religious liberty and the misapplications of the notion of separation of church and state indicate the need for a renewed understanding and emphasis in this area.  This emphasis also promotes the active involvement of Christians in the life and government of their community, state, and nation.  
 Possible activities to consider include prayer at the flagpole and offering non-partisan opportunities for Christians to vote.  Ongoing efforts can include the distribution of Legislative Alert material on a monthly basis, ongoing education about the Christian principles of self and civil government (get a FREE copy of the Christian Civics Guide at http://www.PreserveLiberty.com), and establishing a local Christian Public Awareness ministry.  Our action or inaction taking Christian principles into civil government will determine our future ability to minister the love of Christ in ALL of the other issue areas outlined on this page.   Christians must be informed and involved, at the ballot box and beyond! 

5. Social Issues Sunday:  The first Sunday in August has been designated Social Issues Sunday, focusing on issues such as Religious Persecution, Pornography, Human Rights, and the Environment. 

6. Anti-Gambling Sunday:  This emphasis focuses on moral problems related to gambling.  Individuals are urged to look past the glitz and lure of gaming—casinos, lotteries, etc., and see it for the danger it presents to our society. 

7. World Hunger Day:  The second Sunday in October has been designated as a time to remember the ongoing crisis of starvation and hunger faced by much of the world.  This emphasis is designed to educate Christians about the needs of millions in the United States and around the world who lack basic nourishment.  Churches are encouraged to receive an offering to help alleviate world hunger.

