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•P.O. Box 276600, Sacramento, CA 95827   •916-857-6900   •916-857-6902 fax
Dear Pastor, 

Churches and synagogues are permitted to engage in an “insubstantial” amount of lobbying activity.
  Lobbying activities include voter initiatives, ballot propositions, constitutional amendments, and referendums.  The IRS defines “lobbying expenditures” as any expenditure for the purpose of influencing legislation.
  Courts have held that spending less than 5% of the organization’s time and money is within acceptable limits.
  Another court held that spending as much as 10% of an organization’s budget still qualified as an insubstantial amount of lobbying expenditures.
  
Many churches have inquired about whether they may circulate petitions without jeopardizing their tax-exempt status.  Based on the foregoing analysis, if after incorporating the petition drive into lobbying activities, the overall lobbying activity is less than 5-10% of the organization’s total activity, it seems likely that courts would find this activity to be “insubstantial lobbying activity,” presenting no threat to a church’s tax exempt status.  
It is hoped that disseminating this information will clear up misunderstandings about Christian participation in shaping public policy, and will shed light on the fact that non-partisan Christian participation in shaping the great moral issues of the day (e.g., protecting innocent life, protecting marriage and family, advancing Biblical principles) will not threaten a church's non-profit 501(c)(3) tax exempt status.  I am at your service, working to advance Christian principles in all three institutions created by God:  family, church, and civil government.  
Please call my office if you have any questions.  
In His (and your) service, 
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Brad Dacus, Esq. 

President 
Copies of this letter are available at PreserveLiberty.com.  If you would like more information about what churches can do to advance Biblical principles and God-fearing leaders in government, please see Pacific Justice Institute’s Church and Politics brochure at the Public Awareness Ministries Resources link at PreserveLiberty.com.  
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� Seasongood v. Commissioner, 227 F2d 907 (6th Cir. 1955).  


� World Family Corp. v. Commissioner, 81 T.C. 958 (1983).  





