“Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.”  (Exodus 18:21)

Citizenship Sunday and 

Approaches to Non-Partisan Voter Registration at Church 

Even while operating as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, the church has great latitude to assure that her members are active, informed, involved, and voting to select just leaders (Exod. 18:21, Deut. 16:18) who protect innocent life and oppose immorality according to Scripture.  Many churches conduct regular voter registration activities to assure maximum participation, and their right to do so is clearly established in the Internal Revenue Code governing 501(c)(3) non profit corporations.

"The IRS has ruled that even private foundations may support nonpartisan voter registration drives. T.D. Release K-87, May 11, 1969" 

(Political Activity by Clergymen, Alan Dye, Esq. Webster, Chamberlain & Bean)
Citizenship Sunday (typically the first Sunday in July) 

Citizenship Sunday is day during which non-partisan voter registration is conducted and non-partisan voter information (such as party platform descriptions and legislative bulletins) can be made available.  

NOTE:  It is recommended that the pastor appoint a church representative to serve as a liaison to the local Christian Community Concerns Chapter (and a small ministry team in support).  They will then be responsible for performing the tasks of Citizenship Sunday, as well as ongoing informational and educational support for the pastor and congregation, under the authority of the pastor. 

Preparations Before Citizenship Sunday 

· Timing:  Choose a Sunday such as the first Sunday of July during which patriotism and a sense of civic duty run high; avoid the politically and emotionally-charged times immediately before an election.

· Select some like-minded volunteers to help with the voter registration process.  Become familiar with the local rules and procedures for completing and submitting the voter registration cards.  

· Obtain voter registration cards from the Secretary of State’s office; they are available free of charge. 

· Promote Citizenship Sunday several weeks in advance through bulletin inserts, posters, announcement from the pulpit, and perhaps a special mailer to the congregation.  It is easy to promote Christian Citizenship in a very palatable manner by focusing on registering those who have turned 18, changed names, gotten married, changed addresses, etc.  The focus can simply be on assuring that everyone is equipped and informed to select God-fearing, pro-family leaders according to Scripture.  

On Citizenship Sunday 

· Conduct non-partisan voter registration and make non-partisan voter information available.  Specific approaches to voter registration are introduced below.  

After Citizenship Sunday 

· Submit the voter registration forms to the Secretary of State for processing (within three days is the typical deadline).  

· Place follow-up announcements in the bulleting reminding people that the local, state, and national Voter Guides will be made available to interested parties as election time approaches.  

· Create a non-partisan (with your pastor’s permission) “legislative alert” for placement inside the church bulletin once a month to keep the congregation abreast of vital legislation and issues.  

An informed congregation is generally a more prayerful congregation because they understand the issues at hand and what is clearly at stake.  

Method I – In-Pew Registration (preferred) 
Many pastors conduct voter registration in church by distributing voter registration cards right in the sanctuary (placing them on every other seat prior to the congregation coming in to the sanctuary OR by distributing the voter registration cards to the congregation during the service).  

Preparation 

· Obtain sufficient voter registration cards in advance from the Secretary of State’s office; they are available free of charge. 

· Select a team of people (perhaps your usher team) to place one voter registration card on every other seat in the sanctuary prior to people coming in to the service.  OR, have you team distribute the voter registration cards to the congregation at a point in the service designated by the pastor who will usually explain the procedure for completing and collecting the voter registration cards.  

· Promote Citizenship Sunday several weeks in advance through bulletin inserts, posters, announcements from the pulpit, and perhaps a special mailer to the congregation. 

That Sunday… 

· Distribute and collect voter registration and make non-partisan voter information available.  

Afterward…

· Submit the voter registration forms to the Secretary of State for processing (within three days is the typical deadline).  

Method II – In-Foyer Registration 

Some churches set up a table or booth in the main foyer of the church where people can stop by before or after the service.  This method is less preferred (versus the “in-pew” method) because most people have diverse family and church responsibilities including taking children to their classes, Sunday School, Adult Ed classes, choir (etc.) which can distract even the best-intentioned people from taking the time to register to vote.  

Preparation 

· Obtain sufficient voter registration cards in advance from the Secretary of State’s office; they are available free of charge. 

· Prepare signage or banners to clearly identify your voter registration table.  It’s best to set up a half-hour before services begin, and to stay open a half-hour after the last service.  

· Promote the opportunity to register to vote several weeks in advance through bulletin inserts, posters, announcements from the pulpit (during that actual service too, twice, if possible), and perhaps a special mailer to the congregation.  
That Sunday at the Voter Registration Table… 

· Register people and collect voter registration cards;  consider making non-partisan voter information available (such as non-partisan political party platform comparisons and Voter Guides).  

Afterward… 

· Submit the voter registration forms to the Secretary of State for processing (within three days is the typical deadline).  

REV-up for each Election! 

For several Sundays prior to each election, the pastor can make announcements (from the pulpit and within the church bulletin) exhorting people to REV-up for the upcoming election:  

1. Register to vote (if they haven’t already done so, before the registration deadline); 

2. Educate themselves by using non-partisan Voter Guides (which should be available at church); and 

3. Vote on Election Day and remind friends and family to do so!  Get out the vote!  

Summary and Some Statistics… 

Registering to vote is like getting your driver's license; it's great to have, but you must get in the car and turn the key in order to put it to use.  One great dilemma of the church has been the number of Christians who are not even registered to vote.  But an equally important issue is those who “have their license” but rarely if ever use it.  

According to VisionAmerica.org, there are more than 300,000 Protestant churches in America (not including Roman Catholic parishes and Orthodox Jewish synagogues) with an average Sunday worship service attendance of 100 adults.  Data collected suggests that only one in four churchgoing Americans participate in the political process in any way.  This means that 75%, or nearly 24 million churchgoing Americans voluntarily abstaining from shaping public policy (law) at the ballot box and beyond.  Their voices are not being heard—but working together we can change this!  

As a result, thousands of local, state and federal offices lack the influence of God-fearing, Bible-believing citizens who sit by in silence and watch America spin toward a moral abyss.  We are NOT losing the war by being OUTGUNNED; we are losing they war by FORFEIT!
Historically we have, legally we can, and scripturally we must.  It is time to join thousands of pastors across America and "Stand For Righteousness" on Election Day. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled [Matthew 5] 

A government “of the people, by the people and for the people ...” cannot function without the people!  Most importantly, as our second President John Adams said, “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”  Any entity and institution will decay into immorality and corruption without the salt and light of Christ applied to it. 

The family, church and government all depend on dedicated, Bible-believing Christians performing our duties consistently year in and year out.  This is not "politics."  This is stewardship.  May He find us faithful!

Portions of this paper have come from the “The Christian Citizenship Plan” document at the http://www.VisionAmerica.org website.  
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