Public Awareness Ministries:

“Building a standing army that’s prayed up and trained up to protect life, marriage, and America’s Biblical foundation in a loving, Christ-like way.”

POWERFUL PRAYER THAT PREVAILS:
PRAYER AFTER THE CROSS!

Teaching objective: To understand and exercise, by His Spirit, our God given authority and mandate to move mountains for His glory through prayer and holiness.  To understand prayer is our (wonderful privilege, (spiritual duty, (urgent imperative, and (first of all priority!

Biblical Premise: “Alleluia! For the Lord God, Omnipotent reigns!” (Rev. 19:6b)



(see also, Duet. 10:14; II Chronicles 29:10-13; Daniel 2: 21; 4:17, 25, 26, 


32, 35; 5:21; Psalm 22:28 etc.)
     Transitional verse:  Jesus said: “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women           
there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” (Matthew 11:11)

I. John the Baptist: Predecessor of the Cross

A. His message 



1. Repent 




a. “Repent (action) for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 




(Matthew 3:2) (anticipated the Savior’s work: Rom.4:3; Gal. 3:6: 



James 2:3)



b. He preached, “a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” 


(Luke 3:3b)




c. Required action evidence, a change of lifestyle: “Therefore bear 




fruits worthy of repentance” (Luke 3:8a). (James 2:17-18) 


2. Pray




a. He taught his disciples to pray: (Luke 11: l) 




b. His disciples fasted and prayed often (Luke 5:33)



3. “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30)




a. Seven steps to this success : Remember  1) “Jesus wept” (John 



11:35),  (shortest Bible vs., one driving force: love), 2)“Rejoice 



always,” 3) “Pray without ceasing,” 4)“Brethren, pray for us,” 



5)“Do not quench the Spirit,” 6) “Abstain from every form of evil” 


(I Thessalonians 5: 16, 17, 25, 19, 22), 7) “He must increase, but I 



must decrease” (John 3:30). 

B. His Ministry



1. None greater (Matthew 11: 11; Luke 7:28) [not Moses, David, Elijah,



Daniel...]




a. Except: “…but he who is least in the kingdom of God is 



greater than he.” (Luke 7:28b) 



b. Prayer before the cross: Amen; after the cross: in Jesus Name, 



Amen




c. Faith before the cross anticipated the finished work of Christ 



i.e.: “Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as 




righteousness” (Romans 4:3; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23) Faith after 


the cross looks back at the finished work of Christ (John 3:16; 



Romans 10: 9-10, 13; Ephesians 2:8-9)



d. “And from the days of John the Baptist the heavens suffer 



violence and the violent take it by force” (Matthew 11:12).





2. “He is Elijah who is to come.” (Matthew 11:14)




a. He “precedes” Christ…the church “succeeds” Christ: hence 



“the least is greater than he.”



3. Apollos: “a certain Jew…born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and 




mighty in the scripture…instructed in the way of the Lord…




fervent in spirit…knew only the baptism of John” (Acts 18:24-



25)

II. Jesus: Destined for the Cross

A. His Message 


1. Repent




a. “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17b)




b. Action oriented change: fruit: Matthew 12:33; obedience: Luke 



6:46; John 14:21; doing and showing faith by our work: James 



1:22; 2:17-18. 



2. Pray




a. Always pray…never give up…day and night…swift response 




 (Luke 18:1, 7-8)




b. By example: often (Luke 5:16), early morning (Mark 1:35), all 



night (Luke 6:12; Matthew 14:23-25) etc. etc. 



3. “He must increase, I must decrease” (John 3:30)




a. “…I do not seek my own will but the will of the Father who sent 


Me” (John 5:30 see also 5:19) 




b. gentle and lowly in heart=rest for your souls (Matthew 11:29)




c. “He humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death” 


(Philippians 2: 5-8)


B. His Ministry



1. To destroy the devil and his works (I John 3:8)



2. “Wipe Out”: He did this at the cross, wiping out the law that was 


against us (Colossians 2:14), destroying the devil and his power over 


death (Hebrews 2:14), and making us strong in the Word of God so that 


we “have overcome the wicked one” (I John 2:14) 



3. Disarmed Satanic principalities and powers in a public spectacle, in 


complete triumph (Colossians 2:15)




a. The devil had the power of death (Hebrew 2:14) and control of 



the kingdoms of the earth and their glory (Luke 4: 5-6) 




b. Jesus now has the keys of hell and death (Revelation 1:17-18) 



and will have “the kingdoms of this world” (Revelation 11:15)



c. We now have the keys to the kingdom of God (Matthew 16:19)


4. Satan lost all legal right to accuse us before the throne of grace 



(Revelation 12: 10)



a. Satan’s works are being destroyed (Hebrews 2:14; I John 3:8)


5. There is now therefore NO MORE CONDEMNATION … “For the law 

of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and 


death” (Romans 8:1-2). 









a. God is faithful and just (because of Christ’s “once for all” 



sacrifice [Hebrews 9:12; 10:10]) to cleanse us from ALL 




unrighteousness (I John 1:9)




b. Through “the veil, that is, His flesh,” “by the blood of Jesus” we 


have access to the “Most Holy” (Hebrews 10: 19-22; Exodus 



26:33-34; Matt. 27:51)



c. Christ’s prayers from the cross were heard (Matthew 27:46; 



Psalm 22:1, 21-31; Luke 23:46; Psalm 31:5 “for the rest of the 



story”)



d. Altar of Incense (Exodus 30:6), the prayers of God’s saints 



(Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4) now have direct access to God in the Most 



Holy place behind the veil (Exodus 26:33-34).  



6. We have become the righteousness of God in Christ and are His 



ambassadors of reconciliation (II Cor. 5:20-21 & Colossians 1:19-20)



7. Prayer before the cross: Amen.  After the cross:  In Jesus Name, Amen!



(John 14:12-14; 15:7, 16; 16:23-24, 26a)
III. You and Me: Successors of the Cross

A. Our message




1. Repent 



a. the finished work of Christ Jesus, the fullness of the Godhead 



bodily, head of all principality and power (Colossians 2:9-10) 




b. Christ the only way (I Timothy 2:5; John 3:36; John 14: 6; Acts 



4:12)




c. We are ambassadors for Christ to implore (II Cor. 5:20) and 



compel (Luke 14:23) the lost to come to Him, some by 




compassion, some thru fear (Jude 22-23)



 2. Pray 




a. “What…could you not watch (pray) with Me one hour?” 




(Matthew 26:40; Mark 14:37) Be serious & watchful in prayer and 



in love (I Peter 4:7-8)



b. Prayer habits: three times daily: without ceasing (Daniel 6:10; 



Psalm 55:16-17; I Thessalonians 5:17)




c. John 14: 13, 14; 15: 7, 16; 16: 23, 24…In that day you will ask 



in My name…John 16:26 




d. Calling us to be “watchmen” in continual prayer (Isaiah 62:6-7)



e. “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above 



all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us”




(Ephesians 3:20)



3. “He must increase but I must decrease” (John 3:30)




a. Sanctified by God’s truth: His Word (John 17:17; John 1:1) 



b. The “Truth” will set you free (John 8:32)




c. the Spirit of the Lord gives us liberty to be transformed bit by 



bit, day by day, from glory to glory into the image of Christ (II 



Corinthians 3:17-18) Conforming us to His Son (Romans 8:28-29)



d. Attitude is everything with God (Isaiah 66:1-2; I Peter 5:5)




e. “It is the life that prays.” We must, like Jesus, yield our will, our 



way, our life to God (Dick Eastman) (John 5:30)




f. The Holiness Imperative (Hebrews 12:14; Exodus 19:5-6; 



Deuteronomy 7:6; 26:18-19; I Peter 2:9; I Timothy 2:8; James 



5:16) 

B. Our Ministry through Christ (Philippians 2:13; 3:13; 4:13)


1. All the fullness of God dwells in Christ and we “are complete in Him, 


the head of all principality and power.” (Colossians 2: 9-10)




a. For sin shall no longer have dominion over you…(Romans 



16:20)




b. Moving past what we ‘feel’ to what we ‘know’ (John 8:32) 



by the Spirit (John 6:63) for which we are to pray (Luke 



11:13).



2. Greater works than these will you do because I go to my Father, you 


will pray in My Name and have the Holy Spirit to help you. (John 


14:12-16) Not by power nor by might but by my Spirit…Zechariah 4:6)


3. We now “REIGN IN LIFE through the One, Jesus Christ” (Romans 


5:17)



4. God “will CRUSH Satan under your feet shortly… (Romans 16:20)




a. “Ask of Me…” (Psalm 2:8) “Sit at My right hand…” (Psalm 



110:1)




b. Michael the archangel: from caution to total power (Jude 9; 



Daniel 10: 13, 21; Revelation 12: 5, 7-9) 






c. All the kingdoms of the world, their authority and glory were 



offered to Jesus (Luke 4: 5, 6, 7; Matthew 4: 8, 9) Before the cross 


they are becoming His. After the cross they will “have become” 



His (Revelation 11:15), when He takes His “great power” and 



reigns (Revelation 11:17), when His “wrath has come” and the 



dead are judged (Revelation 11: 18). 



d. The strong man (“the god of this world” [II Cor. 4:4]) has been  



bound by Christ, his house (earthly kingdom) is being spoiled here 



on earth (Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27)




e. Remember: Before the cross: Amen! After the cross: In Jesus 



Name Amen!




f. But you are chosen generation, royal priesthood, kings, and 



priests (I Peter 2:9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10) and we shall reign on the earth


5.  On good government world wide 




a. Start with the city where you dwell (Jeremiah 29:7)




b. Prayer for all who are in authority supporting good 




government (I Timothy 2:1-4)




c. It is sin for us (the priestly saints) not to pray for all 




government (I Samuel 12:24-25)




d. Ask for the nations and the ends of the earth (Psalm 2:8)




e. Results in salvation through the knowledge to of the Man 



Christ Jesus, the one mediator between God and man (I 




Timothy 2:5)




f. God desires to give us the kingdom (Luke 12:32). We must take 



it to heart (Luke 12:31-34)



6. We will overcome by the blood of the Lamb, the word of our 



testimony, and the willingness to die for the cause. (Revelation 12: 11)



7. Our future: The saints are to receive and possess, “the kingdom and 


dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven.” 


(Daniel 7: 14, 18, 27) The Saints will judge the world & angel I Cor. 6:2-3
SUMMARY BASIS FOR 
PRAYER AFTER THE CROSS

Speaking before the cross Jesus said, “And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound (or: will have been bound) in heaven and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed (or: will have been loosed) in heaven.” (Matthew 16:19) [i.e.: Daniel’s prayers preceded and enabled Gabriel’s and Michael’s work in heaven (Daniel 9:21-23; 10: 11-12, 13, 20-21; 11:1).  The same with Cornelius: his sincere prayers backed by his life style resulted in his family and close friends being saved: Acts 10: 2, 4, 24, 31, 44, and 48)] 
“ASSUREDLY, I say to you, whatever you bind (prayer & action) on earth will be bound (or: will have been bound) in heaven and whatever you loose (prayer and action) on earth will be loosed (or: will have been loosed) in heaven.” (Matthew 18:18)
“AGAIN, ASSUREDLY, [NU most prominent modern Critical Text of Greek New Testament and M: Majority text] I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything they ask IT WILL BE DONE for them BY MY FATHER in heaven” (Matthew 18:19).
FOR (because) where two or three are gathered together in My name, I AM THERE in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20)

“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” (John 14: 13-14. see also John 15:7, 16; 16:23, 24)

“In that day (after the cross) you will ask in My name…” (John 16: 26a) 
Speaking after the cross Jesus said, “ALL AUTHORITY has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  GO THEREFORE and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE AGE.” (Matthew 28: 18-20)

“BEHOLD, I AM THE LORD, THE GOD OF ALL FLESH. IS THERE ANYTHING TOO HARD FOR ME?  (Jeremiah 32:27)

“FOR WITH GOD NOTHING WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE” (Luke 1:37)

“ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD… TO BE CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON…  IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO CAN BE AGAINST US?”  (Romans 8:28-31)
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